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CLASSROOM OBSERVATION FEEDBACK 

TO: BRIAN HOEY 

FROM: Karen Hallett-Rupp and Peter van Leusen 

SUBJECT: Classroom observation feedback 

DATE: 09/21/2011 

This is the report from the classroom observation of your W200 lab class. This class session was 
recorded the week of September 12. We met and discussed these major issues related to 
teaching on September 21 , 2011: 

Organization: With a three-hour time frame, organization of the class sessions in W200 is 
paramount to keeping student engaged. Built into the class is a didactic frame via PowerPoints 
that presents pertinent information to students, interspersed with interactivity and hands-on 
activities that result in deliverables of class assignments. We observed the following in this 
session: 

• Beginning the class session with an "icebreaking activity" enabled you to capture 
students' attention in order to begin class. 

• The "housekeeping" segment was clear and concise, reminding students of 
assignments that were due and giving clear due dates on them. 

• Using a "think-pair-share" activity allowed you to gauge students' understanding of the 
past lesson. You showed good use of advanced organizers with some brief 
explanations of activities that were to follow. 

Encouraging student engagement: Students learn more effectively if they are actively 
engaged in their learning. Students who are not asked to engage will "check out", be distracted, 
or worse yet, exhibit distracting behaviors that affect other students. This is a very important 
aspect of this course. 

• Using the "think-pair-share" activity at the beginning encouraged students to actively 
assess their understanding of concepts presented in the prior lesson, articulated it with 
peers, and allowed you to further gauge concepts that they had not yet mastered. 

• Requiring an outcome or some sort of "intellectual product or report" from each activity 
fostered active student engagement. 

• Calling on students by name and answering their questions during the course of the 
lecture segments allowed them to stay current with the material. 



• We saw good use of groups to stimulate active student involvement overall. You might 
think about adding some more structure to activities, such as modeling, providing more 
examples, and questioning 

Fostering active and critical thinking: Students need to "use" the information that they are 
given in order to truly understand it. Use techniques that require them to address the information 
more deeply. 

• Your questioning could require students to "stretch" a little more by requiring higher level 
thinking (e.g., Bloom's Taxonomy), but questions must bridge the gap between abstract 
concept and concrete examples and be framed so that students can contribute. 

• You can further match the work in the class with real life issues that will occur in these 
students' professional experiences, thus making the material more relevant and 
accessible to their understanding. 

Presence in the classroom: In our discussion, we mentioned that you tended to favor one side 
of the classroom. You explained that students tend to concentrate on one side. Something to 
consider, though: 

• The classroom is not conducive to overall monitoring of individual groups. It requires 
constant movement around the room on your part. You did this well considering the 
layout of the room and other visual barriers. 

• Your working relationship with the ULAs was excellent, and you helped their 
presentations with comments and explanations. 

• You exhibit good presence in the classroom, and your presence is commanding. 
However, this means that you do a majority of work in the class sessions. You might 
want to explore ways to make the class sessions more collaborative, and giving students 
more responsibility for the teaching/learning. 

We discussed in our meeting that taking a few minutes after each class session to record what 
class activities you used and how they worked will be very helpful to you as you prepare to teach 
this course or other course in the future. You can take notes on your lesson plan and save for the 
future. 

Enclosed is some information that we think will be helpful in reaching higher levels of student 
engagement in this course. 

Overall, we concluded that you did a good job with this class. You are comfortable with speaking 
to a group and you have a good command of the classroom. Your lesson plan was obviously well 
constructed, using many techniques for student participation and active learning. Your 
instructions and delivery were well done. You used effective concrete examples that were 
relevant to student interests, and you created an organized, effective class. 
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